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SUMMARY 

The southern Highland region of Bolivia is one of the main quinoa-growing regions of the 

country. Many studies, particularly during the quinoa boom, have focused on describing 

elements of production and commercialization, whereby there is a gap in terms of the 

understanding of gender relations and the link thereof with rural development. 

 

The study on WOMEN, DEVELOPMENT AND QUINOA: FOUR LIFE STORIES addresses 

the issue from the perspective of four women who are quinoa producers, leaders and 

household heads from the municipalities of Colcha “K”, Llica and Uyuni. The women belong to 

different age groups and therefore represent four different generations. 

The presentation and analysis covers four thematic angles: the social angle (social mobility, 

education and gender-based roles); the economic-productive angle (access to land, income 

generation); the organizational angle (leadership, participation); and the cultural angle 

(practices, traditions, customs). 

The findings point to a series of common aspects, such as the territorial social mobility since 

the four women have all lived in different places and have all come back to their community of 

origin or a community within their cultural territorial sphere. They have links and flows with 

relatives who reside in other spaces, cities and even other countries, e.g. Chile. During the 

quinoa boom their production and income increased, though at the same time they also 

continued working in other activities, primarily livestock, and they took measures to ensure 

the sustainability of their territories. They have been protagonists of women’s organizations 

which has favored their growing participation in political spaces. 



From a generational point of view, there are several differences among the women of this 

study, the most remarkable one the level of schooling which is higher among the younger 

generation. There is a greater generational conviction concerning the right to gender equality 

and how it contributes to better opportunities in the territory.  

In view of the decreasing quinoa price, it is to be expected that new spatial mobility strategies 

will emerge and that the economic initiatives and the systems of representation will be 

reorganized. This within the certainty that mainly the women are in a qualitatively different 

position to face the future compared to three decades ago. 
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