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Countries and crops

Quinoa is a pseudo-cereal that has 
been produced for millennia in Bolivia. 
The highly demanded variety “Quinoa 
Real” has created unparalleled income 
opportunities but also competition 
among the rural population.

Nepal is one of the  World’s largest pro-
ducers of cardamom. The major share 
of production is located in the far East-
ern Ilam district and exported to India 
for processing. 

In lao pDR, high quality coffee varieties 
have recently been introduced into the 
southern regions. Production is divided 
between smallholders and large inter-
national companies.

Beans and potatoes are essential sta-
ple crops in RwaNDa. Incentivised by the 
government, but constrained by land 
scarcity, producers started to trade 
with neighbouring countries such as 
Uganda. 

Expected results

At the heart of this project is the ques-
tion of how commercial agriculture 
shapes rural labour markets and the 
well-being achievements of rural men 
and women. We examine the relation-
ship between income and well-being, 
asking whether and how rural employ-
ment enhances citizenship entitlements 
for different social groups. 

The results of this study will allow for 
a critical assessment of investments in 
agriculture with regards to their em-
ployment effects. Options for creating 
jobs downstream the value chain will 
be examined. It is our aim to open up 
pathways  for improved working condi-
tions and bargaining positions of rural 
labourers, and to create initiatives that 
offer prospects for women and men to 
build their futures.

The main objective of this research is to identify how the gains and risks of an unprecedented 
market integration of the farming population are shared between and within households. 
The emerging rural labour markets and their development effects will be compared across 
four countries. 

Problem

Agriculture is by far the most important 
source of income in the poorer regions 
of the globe. It remains a primary engine 
of development, building resilience and 
livelihoods. International development 
strategies seek to increase the sector’s 
performance by promoting capital-in-
tensive production for export, offering 
jobs particularly for women. The  FATE 
team assesses the quality of employ-
ment in rural labour markets. We en-
quire whether the shift from subsistence 
orientation towards wage reliance pro-
motes people’s citizenship entitlements 
and well-being achievements and thus 
enhances their choices, or, in contrast, 
adds pressure on farming families. In 
the negative case, employment replac-
es vulnerability by precariousness and 
exacerbares inequality.
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Approach and methods

In order to analyse the social and politi-
cal economy of high-value crops in four 
countries, the FATE project established 
a case-based, comparative and longitu-
dinal research design. Theoretically illu-
minative and empirically grounded data 
is collected by way of a mixed-meth-
ods approach. Most important varia-
bles include income, land ownership, 
employment conditions, division of la-
bour, asset-building, and responses to 
livelihood shocks. Well- being, empow-
erment and capabilities are evaluated 
in separate questionnaires and by way 
of choice experiments with male and 
 female household members.
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